
Bullseye Class Association 
Annual Meeting 4-28-19 

Minutes 
 
Present : Windsor Coffin, Dave Burnham, Wendy Goodwin, Gordon and Linda Goodwin, Laura 
Hallowell, Jo-Ann and Connie Lavigne, Al and Bonnie Maybach, Susan Mead, Jill and Audi Osgood, 
Richard Pline, Joan Porter, Jody Smith, Ed Tiffany, Joan Tiffany, and Chris Verni.  
 
The meeting was held at the beautiful Community Boating Center, 
http://communityboating.com/about/us.html, 109 India St, Providence, RI 02903  Staff member Eli   
explained the Center’s mission to introduce children who would normally never have access to the 
water, to sailing, the marine environment, and to give them opportunities to apply new skills directly, 
with hands-on  activities. 
 
President Coffin called the meeting to order at 12:30 as the group was finishing lunch.  The minutes 
of the AM of 5/19/18 and the Executive Committee minutes of 1/24/19 were approved. Secretary 
Laura Hallowell reported that we currently have 70 memberships, consisting of 48 individual 
members and 22 family memberships.  That is a total of 92 members.  In 2018 we had 103 members 
at this time. 
 
Treasurer Ed Tiffany reported that we have about $12,00 in our treasury, slightly less than last year 
because the support for two Nationals come out of the same calendar year (CSSC and WHYC).  BSA 
also had expenses for repairing the Beverly Trophy which had been damaged while traveling.  Dues 
collected in 2018 were $1,000 less than in 2017.  Ed will be retiring as treasurer, and Joan will be 
retiring as Nominating Chair.  Wendy Goodwin presented them with a specially decorated spinnaker 
pole to honor their many years of leadership in the organization. 
 
Susan Mead was also acknowledged for her long time service as Vice President of the Bullseye 
Association including Co-chairing with Joan Tiffany two Bullseye National Regatta’s hosted by Beverly 
Yacht Club in Marion.  She has also been a regular racer and will continue to race in the Nationals and 
at BYC as a skipper and crew.  Susan had found the annual meeting location at community boating 
and organized the food for lunch again this year! 
 
President’s report: Windsor reported that he has heard of declining interest in Bullseyes in the clubs 
with which he is familiar.  Over the last 2-3 years, Southwest Harbor is now at 3 active boats, CSSC at 
10, down from 14, Winter Harbor at 9, down from 12.  The boats still exist, but are not being raced.  
At Winter Harbor, Bullseyes are used to teach sailing, and 3-4 kids are in the boat with an instructor.  
At Beverly YC, the 6-7 year-olds go out in Bullseyes; when they are 8, they go into Optis. 
 
Chris Collings has become active in the Marion Recreation Department to expand community 
sailing.  They hope to have five Bullseyes available with an instructor giving  lessons and for charter by 
anyone qualified  They will be holding races Saturday morning for any Bullseyes.  This type of 
community activity may be the source of future Bullseye racers.  The Harbor Master is working on the 
boats and a marina is contributing the launch and haul. 
 
Nominating Committee report : The proposed slate of officers includes: 



President: Windsor Coffin (WHYC and CSSC) 
Vice Presidents: Jody Smith (BYC) and Peter Drinkwater (WHYC) 
Treasurer: David H. Burnham (FYC) 
Secretary: Laura Hallowell (SBYC) 
 
Appointed officers: 
Technical Committee: Chris Verni (BYC) 
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Stowe (BYC) 
Newsletter assistance: Richard Pline (BYC) and Vice -Presidents 
BYC fleet captains: Marcia Browne and Chris Verni 
A motion was made to approve the slate of officers.  It was unanimously approved. 
 
2019 Nationals at Saunderstown Yacht Club: Al Maybach reported that it has been impossible to find 
a suitable place to launch and haul for the current dates of August 23-25, so SYC is proposing that the 
day be changed to September 6-8, the weekend after Labor Day.  Part of the problem is that there is 
a short time window for launching because of the tides, as was the case at Winter Harbor.  SYC sailors 
usually launch down a ramp. In discussion, the group offered strong support for keeping the original 
dates, with the option of making Friday and Saturday the racing days, and launching down the ramp.  
Sailors could arrive before that or stay later to extend the possibilities for launching.  Sailors at WHYC 
and BYC already launch from ramps.  SYC hosts would be flexible.  BYC members extended the 
possibility of holding the Nationals at BYC during the Buzzards Bay Regatta, August 3-4, but all prefer 
to keep the Nationals at SYC. 
 
2020 Nationals will be held at Fishers Island.  David H Burnham is the Nationals chair in 2020.  A 
tentative date is the weekend of August 7-9. 
 
New Business:  
Rule change: President Coffin had proposed a rule change to 7.3 to give organizing fleets more 
leeway.  The 1300 hours last start time on the final day of racing is to provide time to haul boats, eat 
lunch, award prizes and give visiting sailors time to drive home.  However, fleets are developing 
alternative schedules to cope with tides and distances.  The proposed wording below will be voted at 
the 2020 Annual Meeting. It ensures that the plan will be clear. 
7.3 No races will be started after 1300 hours on the final day of racing. 
(a) This may be amended by the Organizing Authority, but any change must be included in the event’s 
NOR and SI. 
 
Joining in racing at different clubs: Joan Porter explained that she has purchased a Bullseye, but has 
nowhere to race.  Would it be possible to race with nearby fleets?  BYC has a system which includes a 
modest registration fee if one wants to participate in their races.  The visitor would have to figure out 
parking and mooring.  SBYC does not allow visitors, partly because each racing member pays 
additional fees to cover the costs of racing.  This could be a way for clubs to maintain racing fleets if 
some of these barriers could be removed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Laura Hallowell, Secretary 
 


